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Contemporary animation used in its films by Pixar, or Disney comprises of complex ideas and techniques blended together to produce a high quality entertainment picture. Full animation focuses primarily on symbolic representation of reality through animated motion picture that carries the meaning in each of its’ details. Nevertheless, the animation today would not hold such an important place in our lives if not for limited animation. It is due to the fact of limited animation that full animation has evolved from. This paper studies the difference between the techniques that the animators use in the cartoon “Gerald McNoing-Boing” to achieve its narrative and stylistic effects through “limited animation,” as opposed to the narrative and stylistic effects achieved through the “full animation” of classic Disney films such as Snow White.
Limited animation is a tool for creating animated films which differs from full animation production in a variety of ways. Fred Seibert states “As a cartoon blues man might say, if it wasn’t for limited animation, we wouldn’t have no animation at all” (Limited animation, n.d.). Therefore, Seibert recognizes specific and unique to limited animation features, such as in Gerald McBoing-Boing that the animation has had an opportunity to go forward to reach to the level it performs on today. Maureen Fumiss defines limited animation as “Limited animation is a technique or process in animation where reusing of animated frames, mirroring of images (characters) and drawing new frames only when necessary are done to limit down the work, save time and ultimately reduce the budget” (Furniss, 2007). In other words, the function limited animation cartoon is to entertainment by focusing on delivering a specific message, while full animation on the contrary focuses on detailing. However, according to White limited animation should not be considered bad animation, as it also invents innovations for other approaches to cartoons (394). Limited animation approach uses shortcuts to deliver the message through animation in many ways. Primarily, limited animation introduces specific details versus general detailing; use of innovative and unrealistic shapes and colors for caricaturizing; gives more importance to music and creative sound effects; takes new approach in using composition and framing. 
First, while full animation works seriously on detailing of each frame. Contrasting to full animation, limited animation does not focus as much attention to details in the frame, but rather portrays hints of it, allowing the viewer to imagine the rest on his own. For instance, throughout the cartoon Gerald McBoing-Boing the frames that depict places, such as the apartment, hall of fame, or the railroad are very simplified and include only the elements that are crucial to depicting functional meaning: the house does not have the angles or walls, however it has a door, a picture hanging on, rocking chair and a couple of toys. Our brain uses an existing framework of the house and connects these elements for better perception. On the other hand, Snow White film delivers the backgrounds, such as forest, house or the mines with complete detailing. These differences also alter the viewers’ attention from auditory to visual. 
Second, limited animation uses flat-color concept in its cartoons. Classic full animation Disney films is famous for its exquisite artwork with colors, shades, elements, etc. in each frame: from background to close ups. The style of depicting the characters, as well as the environment is used in a way to remind us of reality with its design. Snow White is a female character who has all human body parts that correspond to a real person’s biology except they are cartoonist’s art work. On the other side, we know that Gerald McBoing-Boing is a small boy character because of his size relatively to other characters in the cartoon, and due to some elements, as child cap, toys, and the storyline itself. Limited animation uses symbolic exaggeration of reality to depict a real life situation with comic impact. 
Third, sound and narrative effects are extremely important to the plot of limited animation films. While full animation pictures entertain the viewer by catching attention by extensive work on the art work and animation itself, limited animation focused on transferring the meaning by focusing on sound effects and narration. In Gerald McBoing-Boing the characters’ core emotions are communicated through sound. While full animated movies represent completed scenes, various backgrounds, graphics and motions, limited animation cartoons are focused on the musical part of the animated picture putting more meaning in this specific element. While in Snow White’s character is portrayed through her being shy, beautiful garments and her kindness, Gerald McBoing-Boing is memorable for the sounds that he makes, since other than that his character does not have any unique specific visual distinctions. 
The narration is another element that differs full animation from limited animation. Limited animation pictures have a narrator tell the story for the reasons of saving the quantity of moving frames. At the same time the narration also serves as the meaning enhancer to fill in the missing parts of full animation on the picture. What it does is that having to get to listen to Snow White without any visuals, we would lack on some of the most important scenes, since they are very visual. While, at the same time the limited animation pictures such as Gerald McBoing-Boing are mostly musical, and if having taken away the sound part, and viewing the visual we would not understand the meaning that the producers have been trying to put into the film. 
To sum up, such latest animated films by Disney, or Pixar like Big Hero 6, Despicable me, Brave, Tangled films owe their existence and popularity to limited animation. Limited animation has introduced to the cartoon industry new dimensions of focus of animation artwork. The technological aspect of limited animation process granted the opportunity for a successful future for the whole animation industry by introducing an alternative approach for cutting the costs and time for production. Limited animation approach does not screen 24 frames per second, each time using newly developed frame, as in full animation, but depicts movement by redrawing specific details or using panning of the camera. Limited animation is a way to produce stylized animated cartoons in time and cost effective way. With the effects of visual symbolism limited animation gains the attention by emphasizing sound and music making the graphic aspect as unimportant, allowing the mind to complete the work.
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